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Dear    ??????
Pico-Hydro – Campaign for Transfer Licence.
A recent survey on my property pointed out that I have the potential to generate a significant proportion, if not all, of my electricity requirements from natural hydro resources. That’s good news for me and the environment. It’s also good news for the UK Government whose Transition Plan (July 2009) detailed how it was going to cut carbon emission levels by 34% by 2020. Here in Scotland the Government have gone further and committed to a carbon reduction of 42% and to have 50% of electricity generated from renewable sources. Lord Hunt, the Govt. Minister for DECC (Dept. of Energy & Climate Change) realises that the only way to get “greater acceptance of the behavioural changes that we need to make” is by “bringing the direct benefits of renewable electricity to the wider general public”. To this end a Feed-in Tariff has been introduced from April 2010 which “will trigger a small scale electricity revolution”. Nowhere is better suited for this revolution than Scotland where, according to the recent Forrest Report, there is up to 1.2Gw of new hydro capacity from over 7000 schemes. 
BUT- if SEPA persist in their current attitude towards micro-hydro then hardly any of these schemes will go ahead. Lord Hunt stated that “the Renewables Obligation was not originally designed with small scale projects in mind” and therefore made the Feed-in Tariffs a top priority. Similarly SEPA’s Controlled Activity Regulations (CAR) were drawn up with schemes 100 times larger than my pico-hydro (sub 10Kw) scheme in mind. The numerous reports, surveys, advertisements, planning permissions, time scales etc that are required for a 300Kw scheme are largely unnecessary for a 3Kw scheme. Currently, however, we have the ludicrous position that both large commercial schemes and small scale pico schemes have to comply with CAR, and therefore very few pico schemes go ahead.
Things are very different in England & Wales. For example a scheme almost identical to mine in a National Park in Wales’s Brecon Beacons has recently won an environmental award. Following this award another 40 schemes will go ahead. The big difference is that in England & Wales the Environment Agency encourages pico-hydro and has a simple ‘Transfer Licence’ that is proportionate in scope and scale. Why don’t we have a Scottish equivalent?
My land survey was carried out by Freeflow Hydro (FFH) who, if your site is suitable, will supply a water turbine and install it all for FREE. I can then use all the renewable electricity generated for FREE. This is a great scheme and was recognised as such in the BBC Landward program filmed at the recent Royal Highland Show. 

The FFH offering requires no infrastructure upgrade (unlike the Beauly to Denny Transmission Line), no extended planning enquiry (yet another burden on the public purse) and has almost no visual impact (the turbine is the size of a small dog kennel). It will divert a small amount of water from my burn down to the turbine and then return it to the burn.  Where is the harm in that? 
It appears that we have one set of rules for the Utility Companies and Big Business and another set for the general public and the farming community. It’s another case of the Government and its civil servants making headline grabbing proposals and electioneering sound bites – while in practice little changes. If we, the public, are to embrace onshore and offshore windfarms, new transmission lines, large commercial biomass plants and other renewable initiatives then we must be encouraged to benefit ourselves at the household and community scale. If not, a disenfranchised public will voice their displeasure and become cynical of all carbon reduction issues.
Scotland has an abundance of natural resources which should be of benefit to everyone from the crofter to the large corporation. So let’s get the Government and its civil servants pulling in the same direction and instruct SEPA to stop putting obstacles and regulations in the way of pico-hydro schemes. Freeflow Hydro has been pushing hard to change their minds for over 9 months but they need a lot more help.
Please help our campaign to have a Scottish Transfer Licence, a simplified process which already exists in England & Wales.
Please use your influence, contacts and connections to make this happen.
Thank you in anticipation.

Yours sincerely

